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The Legal Rights of Developmentally Impaired Persons in New Hampshire

Below is a partial listing of the legal rights of developmentally impaired residents of the State of New Hampshire.  If you have any questions concerning these rights or feel that your rights have been violated, call your Service Coordinator and let him or her know.

1. You have the same legal rights as everybody else in New Hampshire; you have a right to be treated with dignity and respect. This may include being called by the name you like the most and having your wishes listened to and honored.

2. You have the right to be treated without discrimination, especially with regard to the severity of your handicap.

3. You have the right to be free from abuse and neglect. This includes the right not to be shouted at, to have bad language used against you, and to receive services that you may need to protect you from harm.

4. You have the right to be informed; you have the right to know what is happening to you, and to have these rights explained to you.

5. You have the right to privacy. You have a right to limit access to your files. You have a right to confidentiality and to personal privacy; you have a right to be left alone.

6. You have a right to communicate openly and privately, by phone, and letter and to have access to visitors in your home in the community.

7. You have a right to make choices; to choose your clothes, personal possessions, money, medicine, and the treatment you receive.

8. You have a right to be paid for the work that you do.

9. You have a right to access needed services and treatments. You have a right to quality treatment and services that use professional standards and modern knowledge.

10. You have a right to an Individual Service Plan, to live in the least restrictive environment possible, which shall be voluntary on your part, and receive necessary medical care and treatment.

11. You have a right to know what to expect; all termination of service shall be within 30 days of notice, and you have a right to challenge a termination. You have a right to complain, to know how to do so, your right to due process, and know whom you may complain to.

I have had these rights explained to me and I understand them. I understand that this explanation of my rights will be kept in my file at Community Bridges and will be available to me and explained to me any time that I have a question concerning my rights.

______________________________________


_____________________

Individual or Legal Guardian
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